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Among all the Native American tribes, the Iroquois people are some of the most well

documented Native Americans in history. Indigenous to the northeast region of what is now the

United States and parts of Canada, they were among some of the earliest contacts Europeans

had with the native tribes. And yet they have remained a constant source of mystery.The name

"Iroquois", like many Native American tribal names, is not a name the people knew themselves

by, but a word applied to them by their enemies the Huron, who called them

“Iroquo” (rattlesnake) as an insult. The French later added the suffix “ois.” Moreover, the

Iroquois are not even a single tribe but a confederation of several different tribal nations that

include the Seneca, Oneida, Onondaga, Mohawk, Cayuga and the Tuscarora, who didn’t

become part of the union until the early 1700’s. The name Haudenosaunee (pronounced “ho-

den-oh-SHO-nee”) is the name the people use for themselves, which translates as “the People

of the Longhouse.” They are also commonly known as the Six Nations.One of the best known

of the six nations is the Seneca, and arguably the most famous Seneca chief was Ely Samuel

Parker. Over the course of his life, he was a Seneca chief, a civil engineer, a close friend and

adjutant to General Ulysses S. Grant, an advocate for the Indian peoples, and the first Native

American Commissioner of the Department of Indian Affairs. His marriage to a much younger

socialite scandalized Washington, and he made a fortune on Wall Street and lost it all. He

ended his life in genteel poverty, working for nearly 20 years in an obscure position for the New

York City Police Department.Parker was a largely self-taught engineer, who worked on various

canal projects, and was hired by the Department of the Treasury to supervise the construction

of several buildings in Galena, Illinois, where he met a shy salesclerk named Ulysses S. Grant.

At the age of 18, he dined with President Polk, later talked with President Lincoln, and had the

commanding general of the U.S. Army as the best man at his wedding. He was the principal

source for the first serious ethnological work by one of the first American ethnologists, who

dedicated the book to Parker. He was a plaintiff before the U.S. Supreme Court when he was in

his teens and was so important in the Seneca’s struggle to retain their Tonawanda reservation

that he was made grand sachem—principal chief—in his early 20s. He tried twice to join the

Union forces but was rejected, being told it was a “white man’s war.” He was only able to join

the Army through the influence of Grant and another general. His most famous moment came

during the surrender of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox. He

transcribed and copied the surrender documents which were signed by Lee and Grant, and he

shook hands with Lee, who said to Parker, “It is good to see an original American here.” To

that, Parker responded “We are all Americans.”As this all suggests, Parker was a man of two

worlds. He was instrumental in saving some of the Seneca lands, without which the Seneca

would have probably been moved west to Kansas. His quest for success was repeatedly

stymied by racism, which prevented him from becoming a lawyer and joining the New York bar,

and which prevented him from joining the Union forces for two years. He managed to overcome

the bias against Native Americans time and time again. He also had a useful knack for making

powerful friends, and he remained a Seneca chief all his life, sometimes living on his property

on the Tonawanda reservation. As Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, he was the

most famous and most powerful Native American in America, yet he ended his life sickly and

almost forgotten.
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Ely Samuel Parker: The Life and Legacy of the Seneca Grand Chief Who Fought in the Civil

War and Became Commissioner of Indian AffairsBy Charles River EditorsAbout Charles River

EditorsCharles River Editors provides superior editing and original writing services across the

digital publishing industry, with the expertise to create digital content for publishers across a

vast range of subject matter. In addition to providing original digital content for third party

publishers, we also republish civilization’s greatest literary works, bringing them to new

generations of readers via ebooks., and visit to browse today’s free promotions and our most

recently published Kindle titles.IntroductionA picture of Parker (left) next to Ulysses S.

GrantAmong all the Native American tribes, the Iroquois people are some of the most well

documented Native Americans in history. Indigenous to the northeast region of what is now the

United States and parts of Canada, they were among some of the earliest contacts Europeans

had with the native tribes. And yet they have remained a constant source of mystery.The name

"Iroquois", like many Native American tribal names, is not a name the people knew themselves

by, but a word applied to them by their enemies the Huron, who called them

“Iroquo” (rattlesnake) as an insult. The French later added the suffix “ois.” Moreover, the

Iroquois are not even a single tribe but a confederation of several different tribal nations that

include the Seneca, Oneida, Onondaga, Mohawk, Cayuga and the Tuscarora, who didn’t

become part of the union until the early 1700’s. The name Haudenosaunee (pronounced “ho-

den-oh-SHO-nee”) is the name the people use for themselves, which translates as “the People

of the Longhouse.” They are also commonly known as the Six Nations.Despite their own

cultural differences, the nations that comprised the Iroquois Confederacy established their

political dominance across much of America’s East Coast and Midwest through conquest, and

it is that aspect which has perhaps best endured among Americans in terms of the Iroquois’

legacy. European settlers who came into contact with the Mohawks in the Northeast certainly

learned to respect their combat skills, to the point that there were literally bounties on the

Mohawks’ heads, with scalps fetching money for colonists who succeeded in slaying them and

carrying away the “battle prize”.In addition to the constant state of conflict between the Iroquois

and different nations, including the French and the colonists, the Six Nations are perhaps best

known for their political structure, and their influence on American democracy is well

documented if not well known by most Americans. Far from being relics of history, they are

living communities who maintain political relationships with United States and Canada, as they

have occupied their territories long before international borders were drawn.One of the best

known of the six nations is the Seneca, and arguably the most famous Seneca chief was Ely

Samuel Parker. Over the course of his life, he was a Seneca chief, a civil engineer, a close

friend and adjutant to General Ulysses S. Grant, an advocate for the Indian peoples, and the

first Native American Commissioner of the Department of Indian Affairs. His marriage to a

much younger socialite scandalized Washington, and he made a fortune on Wall Street and

lost it all. He ended his life in genteel poverty, working for nearly 20 years in an obscure

position for the New York City Police Department.Parker was a largely self-taught engineer,

who worked on various canal projects, and was hired by the Department of the Treasury to

supervise the construction of several buildings in Galena, Illinois, where he met a shy

salesclerk named Ulysses S. Grant. At the age of 18, he dined with President Polk, later talked

with President Lincoln, and had the commanding general of the U.S. Army as the best man at

his wedding. He was the principal source for the first serious ethnological work by one of the

first American ethnologists, who dedicated the book to Parker. He was a plaintiff before the



U.S. Supreme Court when he was in his teens and was so important in the Seneca’s struggle

to retain their Tonawanda reservation that he was made grand sachem—principal chief—in his

early 20s. He tried twice to join the Union forces but was rejected, being told it was a “white

man’s war.” He was only able to join the Army through the influence of Grant and another

general. His most famous moment came during the surrender of General Robert E. Lee’s Army

of Northern Virginia at Appomattox. He transcribed and copied the surrender documents which

were signed by Lee and Grant, and he shook hands with Lee, who said to Parker, “It is good to

see an original American here.” To that, Parker responded “We are all Americans.”As this all

suggests, Parker was a man of two worlds. He was instrumental in saving some of the Seneca

lands, without which the Seneca would have probably been moved west to Kansas. His quest

for success was repeatedly stymied by racism, which prevented him from becoming a lawyer

and joining the New York bar, and which prevented him from joining the Union forces for two

years. He managed to overcome the bias against Native Americans time and time again. He

also had a useful knack for making powerful friends, and he remained a Seneca chief all his

life, sometimes living on his property on the Tonawanda reservation. As Commissioner of the

Bureau of Indian Affairs, he was the most famous and most powerful Native American in

America, yet he ended his life sickly and almost forgotten.Ely Samuel Parker: The Life and

Legacy of the Seneca Grand Chief Who Fought in the Civil War and Became Commissioner of

Indian AffairsAbout Charles River EditorsIntroductionThe Six NationsTribal AdvocateCivil

EngineerAdjutantCommissioner of the Bureau of Indian AffairsOnline ResourcesFurther

ReadingFree Books by Charles River EditorsDiscounted Books by Charles River EditorsThe

Six NationsA map of the regionUnderstanding the enduring importance of Handsome Lake, the

Iroquois prophet, requires knowing something about his people and their history. He was from

the Seneca tribe, one of the six nations in the Iroquois confederacy. The Iroquois came

together in an alliance long before the initial European settlements. They became the most

militarily powerful American Indian group during the fierce Beaver Wars in the 1600s, and for

almost 150 years managed to play the Dutch against the French, and then the British and

French against each other (the Dutch were ousted in 1654).The origin of the league is

shrouded in myth. The traditional story told was that the Creator of the world was concerned

with the disunity and fighting among the people, so a prophet was sent, named Deganawidah,

who had been born among the Huron people. This man was appointed to seek unity and

peace. The story is very complicated, but eventually he converted an evil man, Hiawatha, and

together they brought the five peoples together. One of the events concerned in forming the

Iroquois confederacy is what historians think was an eclipse that is calculated to have occurred

in the Genesee region of New York in 1454, so that has been proposed as a date for the

creation of Iroquois unity (P. Wallace “People”).
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Ebook Tops Reader, “Great individual!. Been reading history of the civil war for a slurred about

Parker. He transcribed the conditions of surrender by Lee. And appeared to be a great friend to

Grant.Think I'm going to have to find a biography on Parker.”

Janine, “Ely Samuel Parker. I enjoyed reading about Ely Samuel Parker. He must have been a

brilliant man to have accomplished what he did. Very interesting book.”

The book by Charles River Editors has a rating of 5 out of 4.5. 13 people have provided

feedback.
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